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There are the following claims made in Der Spiegel
article
What Der Spiegel article claims:
1. “Magnitsky was not murdered”;
2. “Magnitsky was not a lawyer”;
3. “Magnitsky did not testify against police
officers Kuznetsov and Karpov”;
What Der Spiegel article left out:
Der Spiegel Article on
Magnitsky Case

1. Who benefitted from the stolen
$230mln?”
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Claim 1. “Magnitsky Was Not Murdered”

“Magnitsky was not
murdered.”
Der Spiegel Article on
Magnitsky Case
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1.1. Evidence That Magnitsky Was Beaten in
Custody
Photos taken by Russian government expert and provided to Magnitsky family
show injuries from a beating
Photos from Russian Government Post-mortem of Sergei Magnitsky

Source: http://russian-untouchables.com/eng/cover-up-presentation/ ; https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6nugCIZ1LPPNGc2WUdPVWlxVzg/view?pref=2&pli=1
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1.2. Possible Cerebral cranial Injury
Official Death Certificate stated that Sergei Magnitsky had
suffered a “cerebral cranial injury”
Official Certificate of Death of Sergei Magnitsky (16 November 2009)

“Closed cerebral
cranial injury?”

Source: [Rus] http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2009%2011%2016%20Magnitsky's%20Act%20of%20Death%20stating%20closed%20cerebral%20injury%20(RUS).pdf
[Eng] http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2009%2011%2016%20Death%20Certificate%20(original%20version),%2016%20November%202009%20(ENG).pdf
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1.3. Evidence That Magnitsky Was Beaten in
Custody
The protocol signed by three officials of Matrosskaya Tishina on the day of
Magnitsky’s death stated that rubber batons were used on him
Official Protocol of Use of Handcuffs made on 16 November 2009 at 19.30 (Moscow time)

“Assistant Deputy to Head of
Detention Center
Lt O.G.Kuznetsov at collection
point post
… rubber truncheon was applied
to …Magnitsky Sergei …
Handcuffs taken off at 20:00 on 16.11.2009”

Source: [Rus] http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/D310.pdf
[Eng] http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2009%2011%2016%20Report%20on%20the%20Use%20of%20Rubber%20Baton%20(16%20November%202009)%20(ENG).pdf

6

1.4. Evidence That Magnitsky Was Beaten in
Custody
The Russian Government forensic medical report concluded that injuries were
caused by blunt force trauma
Official Post-mortem forensic expert opinion, No 555/10 by Federal State Institution The
Russian Forensic Medical Examination Center of the Ministry of Healthcare and Social
Development of the Russian Federation,15 June 2011

“The injuries which S.L.
Magnitsky had were caused
resultantly from the traumatic
application of the blunt hard
object (objects) which is confirmed
by the closed type of the trauma
and their morphological
manifestations in the form of the
abrasions, ecchymomas, blood
effusions into the soft tissues.”
Source: [Rus] p.46 http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2011%2006%2015%20Medical%20Expertise%20No%20555%20(1).pdf
[Eng] p.46 http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2011%2008%2017%20Medical%20expertise%20No%20555%20-%2010%20ENG.pdf
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1.5. Evidence That Magnitsky Was Beaten in
Custody
Magnitsky’s family testified about the injuries they witnessed in the morgue
Magnitsky Family Application to open investigation into his killing filed with
Investigative unit for Preobrazhensky District of Moscow, 23 November 2009

“On 20.11.2009 on the basis of
authorization you granted, the relatives of
the deceased received for burial the body of
Sergei Leonidovich [Magnitsky], on which
they discovered injuries of the following
nature: On both hands the skin was torn
off at the knuckles, and the thumbs were
completely dark blue (bruised) in colour.
The information provided by relatives who
saw the body gives serious grounds to
suspect that S.L. Magnitsky’s death was not
natural.”
Submitted by lawyer for Magnitsky
family Ms Oreshnikova
Source: [Rus] http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2009%2011%2023%20Family%20Complaint%20on%20physical%20damages.pdf
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1.6. Evidence That Magnitsky Was Beaten in
Custody
The Russian President’s Human Rights Council concluded that Sergei
Magnitsky was beaten
Russian President’s Human Rights Council Report, 4 July 2011

“… there is reasonable suspicion to
believe that the death was triggered
by beating Magnitsky: later his
relatives recorded smashed
knuckles and bruises on his body.”

Source: https://web.archive.org/web/20110807093959/http://www.presidentsovet.ru/meeting_with_president_of_russia/meeting_with_russian_president_07_05_2011_in_nalchik/materials/proceedings_of_the_rg_in_the_case_of_s_magnitsky.php;
[RUS] p.2 http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2011%2007%2005%20Human%20Rights%20Council%20Report%20(Russian).pdf; [ENG] p.2 http://russianuntouchables.com/rus/docs/2011%2007%2005%20Human%20Rights%20Council%20Report%20(English).pdf
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1.7. Conclusion on Magnitsky’s Beating in
Custody
The Council of Europe called for the Russian Government to prosecute
those responsible for the death, mistreatment and beating
Resolution by the Parliamentary Assembly of Council of Europe “Refusing
Impunity for the Killers of Sergei Magnitsky” 28 January 2014

“…to hold to account for their acts and
omissions all those who share in the
responsibility for Mr Magnitsky’s death, ... just
before his death at Matrosskaya Tishina prison,
the beatings and the manner in which Mr
Magnitsky was left alone in a cell in an
apparently critical condition.”
Source: http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-DocDetails-EN.asp?FileID=20345; http://semanticpace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMDM0NSZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cD
ovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIwMzQ1
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1.8. European Court of Human Rights issued
its verdict in favour of Magnitsky’s Family
European Court of Human Rights Verdict
27 August 2019

“Taking

into account the intentional
character of the ill-treatment, the nature of
the injuries and the level of suffering to
which the first applicant was subjected, the
Court finds that the act of violence in
question amounted to inhuman and
degrading treatment.”

Source: http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-195527
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Claim 2. “Magnitsky Was Not a Lawyer”

“Magnitsky was
not a lawyer.”
Der Spiegel Article on
Magnitsky Case
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The Ministry of Finance issued Sergei Magnitsky an
auditors license in 1998

Qualified Certificate of Auditor to
Sergei Magnitsky
Issued on 08.11.1998 by the
Ministry of Finance

Source: http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/Audit%20Certificate%20(2008)%201995-10-26.pdf
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His auditors license specifically authorised Sergei Magnitsky
to represent clients in Russian civil court on tax issues

6. For the purposes of this
Federal Law, services associated
with auditing are understood as
the provision by audit
organizations and individual
auditors of the following services:
5) legal advice and representation
[of clients] in courts, with the tax
authorities on tax and customs
disputes;

Source: https://base.garant.ru/5181743/1cafb24d049dcd1e7707a22d98e9858f/; http://ivo.garant.ru/#/document/5181743/paragraph/17774:0
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Sergei Magnitsky represented Hermitage and other
clients in the Russian courts

• Magnitsky represented the Plaintiff in the Arbitration
Court of Moscow on 26 July 2001, case No А4013827/01 -116-169;
• Magnitsky represented the Plaintiff in the Federal
Arbitration Court of Moscow District on 19 October
2001, case No. КА-А40/5814-01 (A40-13971/01-9958);
• Magnitsky represented the Plaintiff in the Federal
Arbitration Court of Moscow District on 31 October
2001, case No. КА-А40/6182-01;
• Magnitsky represented the Plaintiff in the Ninth
Arbitration Appellation Court on 17.07.2006, case №
09АП-6503/2006 -АК

Source: https://rospravosudie.com/court-as-goroda-moskvy-s/judge-terexina-a-p-s/act-315053905/ ; http://sudrf.kodeks.ru/rospravo/document/780513217 ;
http://sudrf.kodeks.ru/rospravo/document/780513750, http://sudrf.kodeks.ru/rospravo/document/780515421, http://sudrf.kodeks.ru/rospravo/document/889340929
https://rospravosudie.com/court-9-arbitrazhnyj-apellyacionnyj-sud-s/judge-goloborodko-valentina-yankelevna-s/act-302230929/
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In his 5 June 2008 testimony to the police, Sergei
Magnitsky identified himself as a lawyer
Sergei Magnitsky Testimony to the Russian Investigative Committee (5 June 2008)

Sergei Magnitsky

“By the type of my
professional activity I
provide advisory
services regarding the
Russian law”

Source : Sergei Magnitsky official testimony to the Russian Interior Ministry 5 June 2008 [RUS] https://www.russianuntouchables.com/rus/docs/1.%202008%2006%2005%20Magnitsky%20testimony%20outlined%205%20June%202008%20(Rus).pdf
[Eng] https://www.russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/1.%202008%2006%2005%20Magnitsky%20testimony%20outlined%205%20June%202008%20(Eng).pdf
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Even President Putin Recognised Sergei Magnitsky
as a Lawyer
Vladimir Putin Press Conference (20 December 2012)

“Mr Magnitsky ... was not some rights
defender; he did not fight for human
rights. He was Mr. Browder’s lawyer”

Vladimir Putin
20 December 2012

Source : http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/17173
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Claim 3. “Magnitsky Did Not testify Against
Police Officers”

Der Spiegel Article on
Magnitsky Case

“Magnitsky did not
testify against police
officers Kuznetsov and
Karpov”
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3.1. Evidence That Sergei Magnitsky Testified
Against Police Officers
In his 5 June 2008 testimony, Sergei Magnitsky referred to Police officer
Kuznetsov 14 times and Police office Karpov 13 times about their role
in the crime
Sergei Magnitsky Testimony to the Russian (5 June 2008)
Therefore, the above circumstances objectively
demonstrate that the three companies, Parfenion
LLC, Makhaon LLC and Reland LLC, were stolen
in 2007 along with all their assets, with possible
use of records and information seized during the
search conducted as part of criminal proceedings
against I.S. Cherkasov, director general of
Kameya LLC.

Sergei Magnitsky

Officer Karpov
mentioned 13 times;
Officer Kuznetsov
mentioned 14 times

Source – Sergei Magnitsky official testimony to the Russian Investigative Committee 5 June 2008 – in RUS http://russianuntouchables.com/rus/docs/2008%2006%2005%20Magnitsky%20testimony%20outlined%205%20June%202008%20(Rus)%20-%20Outlined.pdf , Sergei Magnitsky official testimony to the Russian Investigative
Committee 7 Oct 2008 in Eng http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2008%2006%2005%20Magnitsky%20testimony%20outlined%205%20June%202008%20(Eng)%20-%20Outined.pdf
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3.2. Evidence That Sergei Magnitsky Testified
Against Police Officers
In October 7, 2008 testimony, Sergei Magnitsky confirmed his first testimony
and identified the same group as involved in the theft of $230 million ( RUR
5.4 billion) of budget funds
Sergei Magnitsky Testimony (7 October 2008)
“… I confirm my testimony given on
05/06/2008… in addition … I confirm …

Sergei Magnitsky

…embezzlement of budget funds in excess
of Five Billion rubles, which had obviously
been committed by the same group of
persons that had used illegal re-registration
of the Parfenion …, Makhaon …, and
Rilend … and filed claims against those
companies as a tool for embezzling money
from the state treasury”

Source –Sergei Magnitsky official testimony to the Russian Investigative Committee 7 Oct 2008 – in RUS http://russianuntouchables.com/rus/docs/2.%202008%2010%2007%20Testimony%20by%20Magnitsky%20(Rus).pdf
and in Eng http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2.%202008%2010%2007%20Testimony%20by%20Magnitsky_eng%20(1).pdf
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3.3. Evidence That Sergei Magnitsky Testified
Against Police Officers
On October 14, 2009, from custody Sergei Magnitsky reaffirmed his
testimony
Sergei Magnitsky Testimony (14 October 2009)

Sergei Magnitsky

“... Kuznetsov and other law enforcement
officials that have entered into a
conspiracy with him could have been
involved in stealing Makhaon LLC,
Parfenion LLC and Rilend LLC followed by
stealing RUB 5.4 bln from the budget ...
they were vitally interested in suppression
of my activity connected with the assistance
I was rendering to my client in investigating
the circumstances of the above crimes. It
was the ground for my prosecution”

Source : Sergei Magnitsky official testimony to the Russian Investigative Committee 14 October 2009 – in RUS https://www.russianuntouchables.com/rus/docs/2009%2010%2014%20Magnitsky%20wintess%20testimony%20on%20Interrogation%20by%20Gritzai-s%20RUS%20outlined.pdf and in
Eng https://www.russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/2009%2010%2014%20Testimony%20by%20Mr%20Magnitsky_eng.pdf
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Most importantly is what Der Spiegel is not talking
about – who benefitted from $230ml fraud

“who
benefitted
from $230ml
fraud”
Der Spiegel Article on
Magnitsky Case
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Husband of Olga Stepanova, the tax officer who approved the
illegal tax refund, received $11.7 million at Credit Suisse
The documents showed that Olga Stepanova’s husband, the tax officer who
approved the illegal tax refund, received $11.7 million at Credit Suisse

US$230 million fraud

Olga Stepanova, tax official
who approved part of the
fraudulent US$230 million
tax refund

Swiss bank
accounts

Vladlen Stepanov,
husband of Olga
Stepanova

Source: Criminal Complaint filed by Hermitage with the Swiss authorities http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/MicklethwaiteLetterJan282010.pdf
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In 2012 Barrons Magazine and OCCRP traced US$ 2.1m to the
US, belonging to the family of a Russian government official
Hermitage filed a complaint with the US Department of Justice that the stolen money
was used to buy Manhattan real estate

Son of High ranking
official Pyotr Katsyv

Source: United States of America v. Prevezon Holdings Ltd. et al, 1_13-cv-06326, No. 174 First Amended Complaint (S.D.N.Y. Nov. 5, 2014) and second Amended complaint (S.D.N.Y.
Oct. 23, 2015)
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Panama Papers Identified Proceeds of Stolen $230
Million on Account of Sergei Roldugin, Putin’s Friend
“Panama Papers” Investigation Traced Stolen
$230 million fraud proceeds to account of Sergei
Roldugin, friend of President Vladimir Putin

$800,000
Source: http://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/russland-dercellist-und-der-tote-anwalt-1.2967610 , https://www.occrp.org/en/pan amapapers/russia-the-cellist-and-the-lawyer/
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Law Enforcement Authorities Around the World Have
Frozen $31m and $6m was Paid Connected to the Crime
Over US$31m were frozen in Switzerland, France, Monaco, Luxembourg and
Netherlands as a result of these investigations initiated by Hermitage

Switzerland

$20mln

France

Monaco

Luxembourg

€11mln

Netherlands

USA

$6mln paid

Total $31mln FROZEN and $6mln PAID
Source: Following The Magnitsky Money, by OCCRP, https://reportingproject.net/occrp/index.php/en/ccwatch/cc-watch-indepth/1619-a-convoluted-money-trail
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